
Gateway to College Planning
Smoothing the transition from High School to College through the use of 

College Gateway Course Guides
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High school students take college courses

• Dual Enrollment
• allows students to take college courses to earn credit at both the secondary school 

and the higher education institution

• Concurrent Enrollment
• these courses are the same courses that are taught at the college, but are approved 

to be taught at the high school, by the high school teacher
• Early Enrollment Program (EEP) at RIC
• RIC EEP

• Advanced Placement
• Advanced Course Network

• http://www.ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/EducationPrograms/AdvancedCoursework.
aspx

• CLEP
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Example of success

• Alyssa Berube, Somerset, MA
• Medical Imaging Intended Major

• 4 year degree program with clinical experience

• 35 credits from HS AP courses
• Free elective credit

• Started clinical program 1 year early

• 3 years for her BS in Medical Imaging
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What is the problem?

• Paying for College
• Finishing in 4 years?

• Preparing for College
• Students choosing courses based on availability rather than applicability?

• Advising

• Transition can be daunting
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Solution

• Communication between college programs and high school 

• Gateway Course Guides
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Gateway course guide for BS in biology at RIC

• General Education
• First Year Writing

• Second language

• Social and Behavioral

• Mathematics

• Major
• Introductory Biology I and II

• General Chemistry I and II

• Precalculus Mathematics
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Gateway Course Guide

• Possible example based on RIC BS in 
Biology

• Ideally online
• Ritransfers.org?
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Who?

• College Academic Chairs
• At the forefront of dealing with incoming students

• Familiar with the curricula

• Control over concurrent enrollment courses

• HS Guidance

• RIDE/OPC
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Discussion Topics

• Are HS students ready to take college courses?

• Do concurrent enrollment courses provide college level rigor?

• Do concurrent enrollment courses provide college preparatory 
experiences?

• Do professional graduate programs accept these courses?

• How do we make it happen?
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